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Unlted ngdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland
| Natlonal Statement

U_niveltsal_Periodic Review +Dominican Repnblic"

The UK recognises the Government of the Domlnlcan Republlc S, broad -
commitment to the protectlon of human rights and to.addressing

: prob]ems where they exist: We commend the ratification of the -
‘ Convention agalnst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degradlng
Treatment or Punlshment and the passing of the Law on the Equality of
the nghte of People with a Dlsablhty We welcome the appointment of -
- the Ombudsman and encourage the Dominican government to
- strengthen the- Ombudsman’s office with adequate funding and the
'appomtment of. capable and lndependent lnvestlgators

We further Welcome the Dominlcan Government’s actlon on some of the
UK recommendations made in their previous UPR, |nclud|ng ongoing
efforts to improve the prlson system

The‘ UK recognises the reduction in the number of extrajudicial killings

by the National Police but believe the statistics remain unacceptably
high. We encourage the Dominican Government to introduce further

 human rights-based reform of the security services and the

" establishment of a fully mdependent overSIght body to receive and
lnvestlgate complaints. '

The UK remains ConCerned by impunity, corr.upt_ion and inefficiencies
within the judicial system. This has the effect of denying access to
justice to many citizens. As such, we welcome the frank and objective
assessment of the challenges facing the judicial system which were




:expressed by the Presrdent of the Supreme Court in hIS speech of 7' _
January ' : - -

"The UK is also concerned by ongoang evrdence of racral drscrlmlnatlon in
Dominican society, in particular towards people of Haitian origin. While
* recognising that the Dominican government does not promote thls

behaviour, we believe that the. authorities should do more to ensure that
~ state officials at all levels. stop dlscnmlnatory practices, rncludlng |n

relatron to the process of i lssumg |dentrty documents

_' We have 2 recommendatlons

- That the Government of the Domrnlcan Republrc consrders the
‘recormmendations on reforms to thejustrce system made by the -
President of the Supreme Court in his speech of 7 January and
| rdentrfles rmprovements which will help to guarantee the human rrght '
“of access to justice. This should include thorough lnvestrgatlon of B
ma[practrce and a zero tolerance approach towards corrupt:on '

- That the Government of the Domlnrcan Republlc prrorrtrses the
- adequate resourcing and staffing of the Ombudsman's: Office, -
~ ensures that State institutions, including the National Police, = -
- collaborate fully with the Office and considers a public campargn to
. demonstrate 10 Dominican citizens how this rnstltutlon can help
protect and- guarantee thelr human rrghts



